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HOUGH I had been called early. into 
Germany, I yet had more frequent occa- 

ſion of being particularly acquainted with the ſtate 
of affairs in my native country, than falls in the 
way of thoſe, who through want of employment, 
or through religious differences, take their flight 
into foreign lands and never return, Before reli- 
gion became a diſqualification, my family diſtin- 
guithed itſelf early on behalf of the Britiſh crown, 
and had obtained thoſe national honours, which are 
the rewards of national ſervices. My anceſtors diſ- 
tinguithed themſelves alſo, through the ſucceſs of 
their negociations, between Britain and feveral Ger- 
man courts; they have obtained ample poſſeſſions 
and dignities from the houſe of Auftriaand court of 
Loraine; and they compounded fo well with fortune 
that the principles, which excluded them from ſer- 
ving in their native country, were no obſtacle to 
their being uſeful to Britain in another, where their 
A 2 Ainflu- 


C4 3 
influence was conſiderable, and where thoſe princi- 
ples were no diſqualification. By blood I was the 
next in remainder to the earl of Carlingford, and had 
conſequently the proſpect of a large patrimonial 
ſucceſſion 4 to me. The expectations of my 


youth were hereby raiſed, and much as I had been 
employed in military ſervices, I did not omit keep- 
ing an cye to the ſtate, of affairs in my native 
country, as it was there, my expectations were in 
a conſiderable degree to be diſappointed or grati- 
fied. is | gif: 


Were the knowledge I acquired perſonal to my- 
ſelf only, the public ſhould not at this, nor at any 
time, be troubled on that account. But very con- 
fiderable numbers of equally weil affected ſubjects, 


being involved in the caufes and conſequences of 


what determined the fate of my own affairs in this 
country, I ſhall ſuccinctly take a view of the ſtate 
of things here, from the final ſettlement in ſixteen 
hundred and ninety one, to the preſent time; 
omitting however, every particular, but what re- 
lates to the penal laws paſſed within this period : 
the provocations given to ſuch laws, and the effect, 


both immediate and remote, which they had on 


the true intereſts of the nation. 


- It is the beſt legacy I can leave behind me; and 
the only ſervice which the eftablithed laws permit 
me, to render my native country,—Sequeſtered 
by my religion from my ſcat in parliament, and 
Stripped of moſt of the eg of an Iriſh peer; [ 
leave this pledge of aſfection, to my king, to my 
country, and to our preſent free conſtitution ; and 
may ſtill be uſeful, if the time is come, as I truſt it 


4%, when true information can dare encounter eve- 


ry favourite error, and when prejudices equally 
worthlets 


P "ERP CW PHY RP » 1 — c an. ib. tat a 


wo aww A A 


(8-3 


i worthleſs and unſociable, are renouficed in favour 
0 of maxims, which experience has ſhe wn to bè the 
d leſſons of nature, and which alone can render na- 
il tions happy. 71 
4 My readers muſt not expect elegance of ſtyle in 
ö the account I am giving. Truth, in my opinion, 
( requires no aſſiſtance from the ornament of words, 
n but comes beſt recommended by its own native 
[= ſimplicity. The matter I have collected, has been 
digeſted by a friend, under my own eye, nor did I 
chuſe him for elocution, but for his fidelity, in 
- conveying my thoughts, in the plainnefs I dictated 
y them. I thall, therefore, content myſelf with a 
— bare recital of facis, and ſuch padgments as natu- 
L rally flow from them. They are facts of which I 
f have been moſtly an eye witneſs, and where this 
is advantage failed me, I took care to be well in- 
0 formed. The acts of parliament, paſſed within 
n the period I have preſcribed to myſelf, ſhall be my 
'; principal guides, and with the reader, they ſhall 
a be my vouchers; leaving him to the jndgment 
2 which he will doubtleſs exerciſe, on the juftneſs 
« or weakneſs of my reaſonings on the effects and 
n conſequence of thoſe laws. | 
When the Iriſh ſubmitted to King William's 
d government in fixteen hnndred and ninety one, 
it they were reluctantly drawn into a meaſure which 
d wildom ſhould make their choice, but which ſeve- 
d ral incidents prevented their adopting, ſooner than 
[ they have done it. That monarch engaged to pre- 
y {ſerve entire to the Iriſh Catholics, all the civil 
4 rights and immunities they enjoyed under Charles II. 
i uch an engagement ju in itſelf, was the 


more commendable, as it was founded on the ſpirit 
58 | of 
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of the revolution lately brought about, and grafted 
on the principles of toleration, and civil liberty. 
It was an engagement which King William cola 
never be perſuaded to depart from, and it ſoon pro- 
duced its natural conſequences. The ſecurity he 
granted to religious diſſenters of all denominations, 
reſtored induſtry, and plenty of all things; uſeful 
arts were introduced; the land was cultivated, and 


a fine iſland, reduced to a deſart by the late war, 


ſoon aſſumed a new face. In fact, Ireland was ne- 
ver happier than under that monarch. He ſaw, 
though others could not, or would not fee, that 
the 1rifh Catholics might, by kind treatment, be ren- 
dered as good ſubjects as the Cathzlics in Holland, 
who ſerved him faithfully, and fought-under him 
againſt King James. | | 


Neither the vicinity of King James, who {till had 
friends in the kingdoms he abdicated, nor the 
power of Lewis XIV. who maintained an army of 
Iriſh, who followed the fortune of that prince, 
could influence King Villiam to alter his conduct 
towards the Catholics, who ſubmitted to his go- 
vernment. He truſted to their engagements with 
him, and to the ſccurity he gave them: and their 
fteady adherence to thoſe engagements, brought 
him daily proofs, that his confidence was well 
placed. 


This conduct of affairs, fo immediately ſubfſe- 


quent to a great revolution, ought not to be ſlightly 


paſted over, without a few reflections. Numbers 
of thoſe who foilowed the fortune of the late King 
James, were ſtill alive!” The attainders and for- 
witures, conſequent of their reſiſtance and flight, 
rankled in the breafts of thoſe unhappy men. The 


Victorics 
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victories of Leis XIV. in the war of that time, 
ſlattered them in the expectation of returning into 
their native country, and overturning the eſtabliſh- 
ment. They had ſome retaincrs and friends rea- 
dy to join them on any invaſion, a ſet of people of 
all religions, who had nothing to loſe, and ſome- 
thing to expect in the convulſions of government. 
Then, if ever, King William was in danger from 
ſubjects he ſo lately reduced by his arms. The 
appearances of it were never ſtronger; but that 


wiſe Prince truſted to the ſecurity he gave. He 


in tereſted the pcople, in the ſubjection he extorted 
from them by the force of his arms, and they, on 
their part, preferred the ſtability granted to their 
properties, to the uncertaintics of a new war, or 
the return of King James, who poſſibly could give 
no ſuch flability : ſuch were the principles and 
effects of King William's policy; but that policy 
dicd along with him. | 


Anne, the daughter of the late King James, ſuc- 
cceded to King William. The dangers which 
through his whole reign ſurrounded him, were 
removed from ker. The bulk of the people were 
reconciled to the late revolution. She entered into 
the confederate war againſt France, and conducted 
it victoriouſly to the end. All the efforts of that 
nation to diſturb the domeſtic repoſe of her ſub- 
jects, were defeated by the wiſdom of her councils, 
and ſuperiority of her fleets. The partizans of 
the late King James at home and abroad, were 
reduced in their numbers by death; and every 
event of the time, reduced the ſurvivors to the 


ſtate of inſigniſicance, which weakneſs adds to 
deſpair, _ 


"Thus 
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Thus we ſee, that not only the reality, but the 


appearance of danger to the government were 
removed: and yet, what was the conſequence ?— 
By a. range inver/ion of things, our apprehenfions 
increaſed, as every cauſe of apprehenſton - vaniſhed. 
The nation was alarmed anew. Old animoſities 
have been revived, freſh panics were infuſed. — 
The Iriſh Catholics who embarked their whole for- 
tune on the ſame bottom with the revolution, and 
whoſe only intereſt it was, that the ſtate bark 
ſhould glide ſmoothly, were no longer to be truſt- 
ed; and a maxim hath been eftablithed, that this 
Nate veſſel could not be fafe, while ſuch men had 
any unperiſhable goods on board. It was deemed 
that the ſecurity and ſelf-intereſt, which is the 
fupport of every government, could not be a rule 
to go by, when applied to them. Jo diſtreſs their 
minds, damp their induſtry, and render their pro- 
perty precartous, was deemed ſound policy. This 
was the favourite ſyſtem, oppoſed to that adopted 
by King William; and conformably to this ſyſtem 
it was, that Queen Anne was prevailed upon to 
annihilate the ſecurity he gave, and revoke the 
public faith, pledged to thoſe Catholics, as the 
price of their ſubmiſſion at Limerick, in ſixteen 


hundred and ninety one. 


When Queen Anne gave her royal aſſent to the 
legal incapacities and penalties laid on the Iri/t: 
Catholics, they formed more than two thirds of the 
nation; but in a ſituation however, which ren- 
dered labour and induſtry abſolutely neceſſary to 
their exiſtence. Under 15 northern and unſteady 
a climate as ours, this neceſſity had demands on 
public encouragement, to lighten the burthens 

impoſed 
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impoſed -by nature, Any additional weight laid 
on in ſuch a caſe, renders the bearer uneaſy and 
liftlefs, and if it be great, he either finks under it 
or flies from it.—W hat therefore could induce to 
the neceſlity of reducing our Catholic labourers, 
farmers and manufacturers to this alternative? 
What advantages, what honor hath this nation ac- 
quired tying up the hands of a million 'of 


people, from co-operating with the public, in the 
public fervice ? Fav 


It was not pretended at that time, that the Irifh 
Catholics, were reſtleſs or diſobedient under the 
government. On the contrary, it has been ac- 
knowledged that their viſible conduct was unex- 
ceptionable, and time hath proved alſo, that they 
merited and improved the repoſe King William 
gave them, — Vhis conduct however ſerved them in 
no ſtead, New burthens were laid on them. from. 
time to time, and we can have but one ſolution 
for ſuch'a problem in politics; the danger of the 
public was founded high, at the time in queſtion ; 
and the legiflature were induced to think, that 
coftitutional ſecurity to ſuch numbers, infected 
with the moſt virulent principles, would hazard the 
ſafety of the eſtabliihment ; under ſuch apprehen- 
lions, no wife legiſlature can be inactive or care- 
lets. But it might happen in this inftance, as in 
many other inſtances in the hiſtory of mankind, 
that greater cautions were uſed than the public 
good could, bear. It might not be ſufficiently ad- 
verted to, that the proofs of civil delinquency, 
were not entire and compleat enough to juſtify 
our apprehenhons.— That poſſibly theſe objects 


of popular odium might be charged with principles 


they detefted, and that very probably, they profeſſed 
B the 
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the ſame principles with their brethren in Holland 
and Germany, who were not only tolerated but re- 
warded for their civil orthodoxy. 


Such confiderations did not take place at the 
time we refer to. In Queen Ames reign it was preſ- 
fed home on the heads and hearts of our protefant 
fellow ſubjects, that no faith was to be repoſed in the 

ceful conduct or avowed principles of Iriſh ca- 
tholics, that the latent and real principles of theſe 
men, juſtified perjury in religion, and deſtruction 
to every civil government, wherein they had not the 
lead. Indeed the accuſations on this head, have 
been numberleſs. Volumes of printed books are full 
of them and every fpecies of civil iniquity (from 
which no party of mankind is abſolutely exempt) 
hath been charged en the catholic religion, as the 
womb of all. All this, I ſay, has been advanced 
and is advanced perſeverantly to this day, and would 
to God, it was from {imple ignorance (for that is re- 
claimable) and not from an averſion to knowledge, 
in thoſe inſtanees, particularly where knowledge 
proves ſhocking to our prejudices, 


This is a part of my ſubject, not a deviation from 
it: unleſs the proofs of the wickedneſs aſc ribed to 
the civil principles of catholics, be intire and com- 
plete, much injury may be done to the public, as 
well as to individuals, from the miſtake of theſe 
principles. Other evidences ſhould be called in, and 
liſtened to patiently, either to confirm or diſſipate 
our apprchenſions. They are at hand, and 
ought to be heard. Through this attention, the 
1 of our human nature would be cured or 
guarded againſt, We would ourſelves have the me- 
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rit of opening the door to knowledge, a very un- 
welcome gueſt, when it forces its way in. | 


After all our reſearches concerning relizion and 
government within the preſent century, it is to me 
amazing, as it will amaze poſterity, that we ſhould 
forego all the knowledge derivable from ſuch in- 
quiries, and admit other proteftant nations to get the 
{tart of us, in reſigning every ſpecies of ſuper/titious 
policy to the public intereſt. ln the proteſtant 
ſtates of Germany the public intereſt is carried on by 
the co-operation of all hands, thro' an agreement 7 
the ſame ſummary of civil principles: Things in them- 
ſelves eaſily aſcertained, and not ſubject to the con- 


-troverſtes about dogmatical points of faith, or the 


my ſteries attending it. In Ireland, in Queen Anne's 
reign I mean, it was deemed ſound policy, to 
abridge the immunities granted by King F/ill:am to 


the catholics, to leſſen their connexion with their 


native country, and lay the exerciſe of their reli- 
gion under ſuch reſtrictions, as virtually amounted 
to a prohibition. By the laws paſſed in that reign, 
they are interdicted to realize the produce of their 
induſtry. under the penalty of forfeiture ; they are 
alſo excluded, under-alike penalties, from leaſchold 


intereſts except for thirty one years only, but this 


under contiderable reſtrictions from the danger of 
truſting any durable property to ſuch hands. The 


tenure is thus confined to a few years, and leſt that 


ſhould be too much, it has been enacted, that in 


caſe of their having more than a third penny profit 


iu it, ſuch tenure ſhall be forſeited to the ſole ad- 
vantage of the firſt preteftant diſcoverer. 


Thus are informers ſet on the watch, benefiting. 


of a right by law, where nature gives none; and 


B 2 what 


Z UTP et on——_ —_— 
* - = 


(TS 
what till may be more aggravating, a ſon eonform- 
ing to the religion eſtabliſhed, is, by law, mveſted 
with a power over his father's inheritance, making 
that father, but a bare tenant for life, under great 
reſtrictions; and bringing his grey hairs with ſor- 
row to the grave! Not only purchaſed eftates in 
land, but ſinall tenements, even houfes are diſcover- 
able by law, and given to the firſt proteſtant infor- 
mer. Nay, a horſe of five pounds value, in the 
hands of a catholic, may upon legal information be 
carried away from the owner. — Such were the 
encouragements then giyen, and ſuch the incentives 
interpoſed, to excite the induſtry, win the affections, 
and inſure the connexion of this devoted people. 


„WWW co. aw IA boo OO a [ea 9 w& 


Were ] to recite in this place the legal incapaci- 
tics and penalties laid on the Iri/h catholics, through 
the whole reign of Queen Anne, I ſhould wear our 
the reader's pati:nce, and my own, before half my 
talk could be over. I refer to the ſtatute books. 
Iwill only obſerve here, that thoſe penalties and 
interdicts had their natural effects in the diſpeopling 
greatly the three fine provinces, wherein the bulk of 
catholics refide, They took their effect in putting 
a ſtop to the cultivation began in King William's 
reigu: No ſooner were the catholics excluded 
from durable and profitable tenures, than they com- 
menced graziers, and laid aſide agriculture: they 
ceaſed from draining or encloſing their farms, and 
building good houſes, as occupations unſuited to the 
new poſt aſſigned them in our national œconomy. 

They fell to waſting the lands, they were vir- 
tually forbid to cultivate, the buſineſs of paſturage 
being compatible with ſuch a conduct, and requiring 
alſo little induſtry and ſtill leis labour in the ma- 
nagement. This bhuſineſs morcover, bringsquick 
returns 
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returns in money, and though its profits be ſmaller, 
than thoſe arifing from agriculture, yet they are 
more immediate, and much better adapted to the 
condition cf men, who are contined to à fugitive 
property, which can ſo readily be transferred from 
one country to another. This paſtoral occupa- 
tion alfo, eludes the vigilance of our preſent race of 
infor mers, as the difficulty of aſcertaininga grazier's 
profits is conſiderable, and as the proofs of his en- 
joying more than a third penny profit, can not ſo 
caſily be made clear in our courts of law. The 
kceping the lands waſte alſo, prevents, in a great 
degree, leaſes in reverſion, what proteſtants onl 
are qualified to take, and what (by the {mall tempta- 
tion to ſuch reverſions) gives the preſent occupant, 
the beſt title to a future renewal. This ſort of 
ſelf-defence, in keeping the lands uncultivated, had 
the further conſequence, of expelling that moſt uſe- 
ful body of people, called Teomanry in England, and 
which we denominated Sculoags in Ireland. Commu- 
nities of induftrious houſe-keepers, who in my own 
time, herded together in large villages, and cultiva- 
ted the lands every where, till as leaſes expired, 
ſome rich grazier, negotiating privately with a fum 
of ready money, took theſe lands over their heads. 
This is a fact well known. The Sculoag race, 
that great nurſery of labourers and manufacturers, 
bas been broke and diſperſed in every quarter ; and 
ve have nothing in lieu, but thoſe moſt miſerable 
wretches on earth, the Cottagers; naked ſlaves, who 
labour without food, and live while they can, with- 
out houſes or covering, under the laſh of mercileſs 
and relentleſs taſk matters. 


The catholics, as we have ſeen, keep their farms 
in a bad plight, as they are excluded, by law, from 
durable 


{ 1 Y 
durable and profitable tenures, and they derive ſome 
advantage from a ſource, which brings infinize miſ- 
chief to the nation. Agriculture, the mother of po- 
pulation, the nurſe of every uſeful art, the ſupport 
of commerce, is exchanged in Ireland, for paſturage, 
the parent of inconſequence, and the purveyor of 


national indigence! an occupation (if we may call 


it one) which occaſions frequent returns of famine, 
drains the kingdom of its ſpecie, and occaſions the 
emigration of numbers, who for want of employ- 
ment at home, are yearly on the wing ! 
the price we pay for groundleſs panics, which ſober 
reflexion deſpites, and which, King William did 


deſpiſe. 


It may be urged, that all this labour might be 
ſpared, that tho' the facts be fairly recited, and my 
reaſonings on the conſequences, juſt in a general 
ſenſe ; yet, that“ we cannot pay too much for the 
internal peace, and public ſccurity of our country: 
That ug compyſition for the public ſafety can be made 
with men who are our enemies by principle, and that 
the ſufferings of the nation on their account, mutt be 
borne, till they gradually fall off as the retten branches 
of the community, or exchange their religious princi- 


pics, for thoſe eſtabliſhed by law.“ 


To this it has been already anſwered, that ſuch 
reaſoning is founded on a ſuppoſed fact, which with- 
out Cl-ar and inconteſtible proof, recgils upon itſeif. 
Jo prove Iriſh catholics, irreciaimable enemies to this 
» proteſtant government, it will be neceflary to thew 
that they profeſs different principles (religious and 
cicvi!) from their brethren in Holland; from thoſe 
who are endowed with ſo many civil immunities in 
is preſent majeſty's German dominions, or ha 
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under his Pruſſian majeſty, in the electorate of Bran- 
donburgh. Without ſuch a proof, the charge againſt 
Iriſh Cathelics is unfair ; it is ſhameful alſo: and if it 
be both, it is full time to lay aſide groundleſs ap- 
prehenſions, and recur to thoſe judgments of nature, 
which ſooner or latter, muſt blot out the comments 
of opinion, and impoſitions of prejudice. 


Let us for once, and in God's name, commit alittle 
violence on our favourite pre-occupations, and liften 
to the voice of nature, and of truth. Catholics 
may doubtleſs become rebellious toproteſtant princes; 
they have, at times, proved rebellious to catholic 
princes : But their religion forbids ſuch public iniquity 
under the ſe vereſt penaltics. | This is that moſt impor- 


tant truth for which I betpeak the cloſeſt attention 


or the public, and for which ien, I have been at 
the pain of giving it this trouble. In vain will it 
be to object, that ſome popes and fome Roman doc- 
tors have run counter to this doftrine.——-If they 
have done fo, the fact will only prove that uch 
popes, an 1 ach cafuiſts have followed the Leſbian 
rule; miſtakenly bringing their holy religion tocoun- 
tenance their worldly policy, inttead of reconciling 
that policy with their religion. It is a ſpecies of 
civil ſuperftition to view ſuch occaſianal deviations, in 
any other light; or think otherwife on this head. 
[tis ſuch a civil ſuper/tition, as the proteſtant 
ſt ates of Germany have long ſince got rid of, and 
in not be retained i in Ireland, without the manifeſt 
diſadvantages it muſt ever drag along with it. 


have aſſerted, and can not repeat it too oiten, 
that the catholic religion for Vids (under the ſevereit 
penalties) public reb-llion, or private treachery to- 


wards his or any government; a gunpowder plot in 


England, 
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Eugland, or Iriſh mafficre in Ireland, doth rot inva- 
lidate the eternal obligation of that religious prohi- 
bition. If our human nature gt times, burſts the 
bounds, this prohibiion preſcribes; what can be 
inferred, but that faction and violence prevail? 
Shall Jaca incidents, and old pretenſions bearing 
impreilions of their own, and marked with colours 
peculiar to themſelves, affect the preſent ſettled times, 
wherein no ditpute about power or property exiſts 
or can exiſt ?—-Shall the preſent innocent ſuffer ; 
becauſe their ancetiors of another age were guilty ? 
Nay, ſhall the public be kept in alarm, and (what 
is much worſe) kept in a ſtate of languor, indi- 
gence and animoſity, becauſe the Catholics of 
former times, have fallen into civil iniquities no 
way countenanced by their religion? 


The immunities and ſecurity granted to the 
Roman Cathnlics, on the ſurrender of Limerick, have 
been mentioned; the good conſequences of King 
William's adherence to the articles there figned, and 
the effects of Queen Anne's ſetting them afide, 
have been mentioned alſo : on the demiſe of 
that Princeſs; a Prince aſcended the throne, who 
happily endowed by nature, wiſe by experience, 
and bred up in the principles of toleration, diffuſed 
the felicities of good government equally among 
his German ſubjects, Proteſi ant and Catholic. On his 
acceſſion to the Britiſh crown, he could not alter 

any law then in force. There was therefore but 
one remedy left for royal compaſſion to apply, in 
his newly acquired Kingdoms, where German tole- 
7 found no ingreſſion. He relaxed, as much 

as poſſible, the penalties annexed to the exerciſe 
of the Catholic worthip..-From the perſuaſion he 
had, that the Iri/h Catholics profeſſed no civil 
principlcs 
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pow nciples, different wi 150 * German ſubjetts, 


permitted them to worſhip God in the way 15 
deemed moſt acceptable to him. 


. George II. trod in che ame * of his royal 
father, the ſame ſpirit of toleration pervaded every 
act of his adminiſtration. le knew that, © Reli- 
Bean 1 is the beſt ſecurity we can have 

ty of _ and that the ideal pro- 
blems perſecution, however they 
may nid to the 2 of a few indiduals, 
have never a good effect relatively to the public 
happineſs, or private morals of mankind; that 
denying the uſe, by reaſoning from the abuſe of 
things, is injurious as well as unfair, that men 
ehh whrged. Gom:ahetrdupy, yd Mears 
of enthuſiaſm, by the miſtakes of zeal, and by 
local circumſtances, -do- naturally return to that 
duty, when the clouds of ignorance” or folly. are 
diſipated, and when the lights of religion and na- 
ture combined, are let in on the mind; and far- 
ther, that the wholeſome ſeverities which prevent 
public diſturbances, ought to be ee = as 
never to Kan them. N 


To this knowledge, and to the feelings, of his 
royal breaſt, the Catholics of Ireland owe the 
repoſe they enjoyed through the whole courfe of 
George IId's reign. That great monarch graciouſly 
received the public aſſurances they gave him of 
their obedience and fidelity to his government. 
From theſe profeſſions of loyalry they were not 
known to depart, either during the flames of re- 
bellion, or in the ſunſhine of public tranquillity. 
—Let religious hatred, the parent of diſtruſt 2 
malevolence, now come — [Let it fa 
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its own blind authority, that this good conduct af 
the 1riſþ Catholics, was due more to the want of 
power, than of willingneſs to rebel: That they 
only impiouſly difſembled with a monarch, who 
protected them, as far as they could be protected, 
from the ſeyerities of the law; and that gratitude 
had as little hold of ſuch men, as any- prineiple 
favourable to the preſent conſtitution I have, 
to my great concern, been an eax-witneſs of this 
righteous ſentence, wherein we find 4he ſpirit and 
true features of its parent.——T hat principle, I mean, 
which ſtrips every merit of its reward, and finds 
the moſt deteſtable motives, lurking behind the 
moſt irreprehenſible actions. n St e 


It hath been averred, that when, A. Conflons 
had inſtructions for making a deſeent on the 
weſtern coaſt of Ireland, the Iriſh Caubolics had 
early intelligence of the deſign, and entered, into 
engagements for joining the enemies of their king 
and country. But glaring facts; facts of the 
greateſt notoriety, contradict this averment.— What 
a few deſperate men might hope from ' ſuch an 
event, and what they would have done in conſe- 
quence of its taking place, is here out of the queſti- 
on. Without any prejudice to the cauſe I 
have undertaken, I may 1afely grant, that men 
of that character would have acted the part here, 
which they have played in all ages and countries 
far irom running to ſave the houſe, they would ha- 
ſten to plunder it when on fire. But the Catho- 
lics of Ireland had an intereſt in the ſafety, not in 
the deſtruction of their country, and on the car- 
lieſt alarm of an invaſion, adopted immediately, 
the only meaſure proper for them to take. 
From every quarter where they had apy weight 
F 3 
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or property, they gave the moſt ſolemn aſſurances 
of probs affection to the government. I refer 


to their addreſſes to. his mazeſty's vice-roy on that 


occaſion, and will only obierve, that the ſenſible 
addreſs. of the Roman Catbolics of Dublin, gave 
ſo much ſatisfaction to the lord lieutenant, that 
he gtaciouſly gave the moſt authentic proofs of 
it“ in 4 letter to the ſpeaker of the houſe of 
commons I need not expreis, what joy ſuch 
a teſtimony of confidence (given in ſo critical à 


conjuncture) gave all the Catholics in the king- 
dom. "014 | 4 | . x 


From the ſurrender of Limerick, in ſixteen 
hundred and ninety one, to the demiſe of his 
late majeſty, I have, I truft, given a ſatisfactory, 
though brief, account of the conduct of the &. 
man Catholics of this kingdom, and of the, diffe- 
rent treatment they received in the reigns of 
King Villiam and Queen Ame. On the acceſ- 


lion of his preſent majeſty, they have renewed 


their aſſurances of fidelity and loyalty.— The 
inſurrection of ſome of the cottagers, in a. few 
counties of Munſter, is no exception to the duty 
they owe, and pay to their ſovereign; nor 1s 
it fair to reproach them with the madneſs of a 


rout of peaſants, wearied with lite, and deſperate 
from invincible 


| poverty. The whole body of 
Roman Catholits, however, have been reproached, 


and are, in ſome degree, reproached ſtill on this 
.account.——l[t has turned out a very ſerious and 


tragieal affair, and had it not proved fo, it would 


be cauſe of mirth to confider, how keen the ap- 
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» Dated from Dublin-Caſtle, December 10, 1759. See 


the Appendix. 
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petite for Popiſþ plots muſt have been, which fed 
upon the Fc A on the concluſion of a 
treaty of peace with Britain, and evidently inte- 
reſted in the temporary obſervance of it, ſhould 
immediately employ here, the prevailing plenipo- 
tentiaries of money, arms, and officers, to con- 
clude another private treaty with the Munſter 
rabble, and all this with the view of exciting a 
Popiſb maſſacre and rebellion through every quarter 
of this kingdom !-—Such is the idea that been 
propagated, and ſo ſillily have ſome played their 
game, that they admitted every body, to look into 
their hands. It is happy that they did fo. 
Others were leſs to be blamed for being ſeduced to 
think, like Sckus in the play, that there muſt be a 
plot, becauſe they knew nothing about it. But men 
good ſenſe, the friends of their country and of vir- 
tue, went upon ſurer grounds, ſhewed no unwil- 
lingneſs to be well informed, and are now, 
ſucceſsfully, puſhing this affair into“ day: light. 
In and out of parhament they are doing good ; 
and may their country receive the full benefit of 
their moderation and patriotiſm. _ | 


The Triſh Catholics eaſily foreſaw, that the dif- 
orders of the Munſter levellers would affect them, 
and on the. firſt riſing of that mob, addreſſed 
the earl of Hallifax, then in the government, 
with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of -their allegiance 
to his majeſty. The ſuperiors of the Catholic 
clergy in that province, were, at the ſame time, 
edifyingly active in preſſing the duty of obedi- 
ency and loyalty on their people. This 7 well 

| nown. 


A candid inquiry on this ſubjet is now in the preſs, and 
will ſpeedily be publithed ; to that I refer, 


I =” Tx T*F I _= 


3 11 — dt Mr di Bonn 0 Lot 7 Ma ama Sz AA Mot an mm! , wm 


1 21 
known. He of Waterford exerted himſelf, by 
giving the government the beſt and carlieſt in- 
telligence he could get, of the intentions and 
motions of thoſe miſcreants— He of , Offery 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf alſo, . by excellent inſtructi- 
ons (publiſhed in the public papers) for the ci- 
vil conduct of the people under his care. They 
iſſued excommunications, and denounced, in 
vain, the . moſt tremendous cenſures of the 
church againſt, the incorrigible and obſtinate. 
uch, I ſay, hath been the couduct of tbe 
Catholic clergy; and, in truth, danger to our ci- 
vil government is not owing to their influence, 
but to the want of it, in ſuch inſtances as 
this before us. Their influence operates on- 
ly on thdſe who approach the communion, and 
who are (God be thanked) the majority: it cannot 
reach the reprobates who fly from their confeſſio- 
nals, and . deſpiſe... their cenſures, as much as 
their exhortations. For ſuch reprobates there- 
fore, they are not accountable. In every other 
reſpe& relative to their civil duty, they are high- 
ly commendable. Through every quarter of the 
kingdom, they preſs the obligation of fidelity to 
the preſent government, on the people under 
their care. They. have from their altars 
prayed for the preſent royal family, and in theſe 
acts, the clergy of the capital city have parti- 
cularly diſtinguiſned themſelves.— Such men, 
I repeat it, do infinite good. They purſue 
and detect vice in its moſt hidden receſſes, 
and produce the great effects of rewards and 
puniſhments, in inſtances, where human laws 
are either ſilent or ineffectual. 


Lenity of go- 
vernment 


* Sce the Appendix, number I. 
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vernment has been extended to them very de- 
ſervedly, and it will fet the ſpirit of intolerahce 
hard, to diſcover any one good, that can accrue 


to the public from vilfving their characters, 
or letting the penalties: of the laws looſe againſt 


them, 


The iſh Roman Catholics, clergy and , 
have no civil guilt to anſwer fore and. if hoy 
have not, let us lay hand on our hearts, and 
confeſs, that civil puniſhment without a civil crime, 
is the very eſſence of intolerance Let us 
then, no longer ſeduce our ſelves, but extract 
from religious diviſion, all the good it could 
ever bear. Let us conſider that it has been 
permitted by God, for the exerciſe of our 
patience, of our humility, and of our forbear- 
ance with one another. — Let us not admit it 
to be any longer our puniſhment, roducin 
no other fru in thels iflands, dor Lens 25 
lumm, and animoſity its peſtilent concomitant. 
We have light up a great fire, and fed it too 
long with oil. Let us make an effort, and 
throw cold water on the flames. Lite our Ger- 
-man neighbours the Proteſtant States of Lower Sax- 
ony and Brandenbargh, let us charge no civil 
crimes on thoſe men but what are fairly dedu- 
cible from their avowed principles, and the ge- 
neral tenor of their actions, conſequent of them. 
In a word, as religious union is a happt- 
neſs not likely to be attained, let us compound 
with things, and make no difficulty of admit- 
ting the poſſibility, that Proteſtants and Roman 
Catholics may be made as unani:nous, in one ſum- 
mary of civil faith, through theſe kingdoms, as they 
are known to be, under the Proteſtant governments 
I have mentioned. | 
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1 have drawn up this ſhort ſtate of affairs in 
treland, fur ſeventy five years paſt, with the ho- 
neſt intention of opening my-countrymen's eyes, 
ſa long and fo fatally cloſed from the view 
of their immediate and unalterable intereſts. 
Before I end, I deem it proper to touch again 
on a point ſlightly ed above, becauſe it 
1s of the: bigbe importance, for deciding at once 
and fer ever, the merity of a prejudice, which 
though diſcarded: by experimental knowledge, in the 
Proteſtant countries I have known abroad, yet pre- 
vails {till here at home, in its full and obnoxi- 
aus force. It is ſaid of the Catholics in Bri- 
tain and Jreland, that ** they are warranted by 
«* papal diſpenjations ta bold up. one ſet of 2 ples 
to the public, ang retain another for their pris 
vate conſcience ; the ane avowed, only to deceive; 
the other concealed, only to deſtroy.”———T ns is 
a hard charge. But where are theſe. papal diſ- 
penſations, and theſe deſtroying creeds of private 
conſcience to be found: Let it be anſwered in- 


genuquſly and honeſtly.— They are to be found 


in the libraries of Britiſh controvertifts, in monthly 
magazines, in weekly journals, and in the mouths 
of public orators, 4 are either ignorant of the 

on have an intereſt ſeparate from it.. 
The Catholics renounce, and they deteſt alſo, 
ſuch diſpenſations and creeds.—— They are the 
coinage of baſe materials, and every wiſe man 


will leave it an the. hands of the corners, till they 


provide better metal, and learn to make honeſter 
payments. ? 


Let ſuch as too fatally reſign their judgments, 


Without, exauwation, rouze and recail on the 


pre- 
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reſent occaſion, the prerogative of judging for them- 
elves, and conſider, whether common honefty would 
not loath the deteſtable doctrine we have mentioned, 
in any country; and whether common ſenſe would 
not renounce it in our own ?—In our own, I fay, 
where great legal penalties are incurred for profeſſing 
the religion of Rome, and where the benefits of the 
civil conſtitution are conferred on thoſe who re- 
nounce it for ti religion eſtabliſhed by law? 
Whether Catholics would profeſs openly, what they 
ſuffer for, or forego the preat advantages offered 
them, if they were tolerated 7o diſſemble their prin- 
ciples ? Whether their open profeſſion of a religion, 
which offers them no advantage, but what 1s merely 
ſpiritual, which renders their perſons odious, and 
their worldly property precarious; be not equal to 
the moſt pofitive proof, that they have no diſpenſa- 
tions for duplicity and perjury 7 Whether the 
2 would not be benefited, or at worſe undecei ved, 

y taking thoſe le for what they really are ?— 
Whether that public may not be wronged, and ſa- 
cred truth violated, by taking them for what they are 
not? Whether the taking them for what they 
are not (mee Queen Anne's acceſſion) had not the 
conſequence of . perpetuating unrelenting animoſity, 
of multiplying legal incapacities, and prevent- 
ing public profperity, ſo far as it could be affect- 
ed by legal reſtraints on ſo numerous a body of 
people ? — ase | . 


The reducing ſuch numbers to the neceſſity of 
leading a paſtoral life, the decay of houſes, im- 
provements and plantations, where they reſide; the 
inconnexion and emigration of many; the languor 
occaſioned by inſecurity; the deſpair of all! —— 
Such things we ſee. But is there no remedy? or 
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is the cure of the diſtemper, ſo long ſince applied, 
the electors of Hanover and Brandenburgh, im poſ- 
are Iriſh Catholics alone irre- 


ſible in our cale ? 
claimable ? 


Some men of ſenſe, indeed, who wiſh well to 


their country, have propoſed, to mitigate the rigor . 
of ſome laws, and for preventing the great. 


drains of our people, have propoſed toy admit the ca- 


tholics to take a permanent 22 in our unculti- 


vated waſtes ;— Thoſe large and uſeleſs tracts, of- 


fenſive to the eye, reproachful to our induſtry, and 
noxious to the health "of the inhabitants in their pre- 
But no attention was given to this 


ſent ſtate. 
propoſal, - tho? it be evident, that the wealth and 


revenue of the kingdom would receive a great in- 
creaſe from the execution of ſuch a ſcheme; and prove 


the beſt ſecurity on earth, for the connexion and good 


behaviour of the people, intended to be benefited ty it. 


It hath been /ikewi/e aropeſed.” in heads. of a bill 


lics ſome ſtable ſecurity, beſides a perſonal and pre- 
carious one, for the ſums of money they might lend 
out at legal intereſt.-—-Even this favour was refuſ- 


ed, thoꝰ many worthy and able members voted for 


it; and though many without doors, could hardly 
conceive how the public could be injured by ay 
effectual law, for obliging individuals, in ſuch pe- 
cuniary contracts, to of 

one another. 


After all; it is not to 3 a but at all times to 
be maintained, that penal laws are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary in every country, particularly, where the ci- 
vil conſtitution is expoſed to danger, from reſtieſs 


men, whoſe principles, civil and religious, lead to 
the 


wage oh into the houſe of commons, to grant catho- 


If their geo with 
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the overthrow of the eſtabliſhed government.———In 
ſuch a caſe, the commonwealth muſt be preſerved, 
however it may be affected by the — and in- 
capacities laid on the induſtry and property of ſuch 
men. But in this, as in other caſes of ſuch im r 
tance, miſtakes are fatal: The public intereſt in 
ſome inſtances reſembling a ſickly body, which re- 
uires ſxilful attention through the various ſtages of 
e diſorder. Remedies once abſolutely neceſſary, 
may become mortal by conſtant a NN When 
the fever is over, ſuch remedies ſhould be ſuſpend- 
ed; cordials and reſtoratives ſnould be edminiftered. 
Our political fever, relative to power and proper: 
ty, hath been long over. It is near eighty years 
ſince a new ſettlement hath been made. All are now 
apparently reconciled to it, moſt are really ſo, and ſuch 
as are not, may be detected, by putting them to the 
teſt of their civil principles, fuch as may be ſufficient 
for quieting the fears of the public on their account. 
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Such a civil teſt, the catholics of Ireland have given 
formerly: and King William was ſatisfied with it. 
Such a teſt they are ready to give, at the preſent 
time, and we muſt have the ſtronger conviction of 
their /incerity, as the principles of their religion preſs 
| the obligation of ſuch a duty upon them, 


— — 
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© They are ready, when called upon, to profeſs 
'F < all civil obedience to his preſent majeſty.—To 
© renounce the pope's ſupremacy, relatively to any 
temporal — ority or juriſdiction within theſe 
« realms ; and to oppoſe to the utmoſt him, or 
<< any other prince or perſon, who ſhould make wy 
attempt upon his majeſty's crown, authority, or 
“ dignity That. they renounce alſo, any papal 
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t and abhor the damnable crimes of perjury, men- 
e tal evaſions, and all equivocations in fo religious 
and ſolemn a teſt of their loyalty.” 


Such à teſt, is undoubtedly, equal to the impor- 
tance of its object; and ſhould any Jriſb catholic re- 
fuſe to give it, it is againſt ſuch a delinquent, and 
ſuch alone, that our penal laws ſhould operate in their 
full force, —By ſack a trial of principle, the govern- 
ment would be in poſſeſſion of the mighty advan- 
tage of making an entire ſeparation, between its 
friends and enemies; nor would it be a moment in 
danger of committing any miftake, in the diſtribu- 
tion of rewards and puniſhments, theſe mighty ſanc- 
tions which form the ſtrength, and ſecure the ſta- 
bility, of every civil eſtabliſhment, ä 


While the iſh catholics are at preſent, and long 
have been in the diſpoſition, of giving government 
ſuch a teſt of their loyalty as is here ſet down; it 
can be no fault of theirs, if this diſpoſition be not 
improved to the advantage, as well as quiet of the 
public, now ſo needlefsly, and indeed {> ſtrangely 
alarmed on their account. Thro' this period of 
near eighty years, they have paid a long quaran- 
tine of political health; and if all this doth not in- 
title them to cdme on the ſhore of common ſafety, 
yet their conduct, ſurely, gives them ſome right to 


be conſidered as guiltleſs men! 


The quiet they have obtained, nay their exiſtence 


in this land of their birth, they owe to the compaſ- 
fion and lenity of government towards them, ever 
ſince the acceffion of his pretent majeſty's great grand 
father to the thror* vf theſe realms. With great 
ſenſibility, and with itude they acknow- 
ledge it. They {ee with intereſted gladne!+ iis 
D 2 throne 
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throne eſtablifhed on as firm foundations as the hands 
and hearts of men can lay, and good ſubjects of all 


denominations, undeniably, intereſted in the ſupport 
of it. 


Na the known and exerted principle of 


his majeſty's royal houſe, has taken its proper and 


full effect in thoſe parts of his dominions, where the 
royal hand is not reſtrained by antecedent laws. 


Such a principle is the impregnable fort into which 
all parties enter for common ſafety, and wherern alone 
the weak can find any ſhelter. Intolerance on the 
other hand, may be likened to the houſe of calamity, 


wherein ſuſpicion governs, and into which peace 
never enters, In that habitation ſuſpicion finds 
crimes without foundation or reality, and criminals 
conſequently, in the abundance it chuſes. In ſuch 
a houſe innocent men, but obnoxious to law, may 
ſojourn. Sooner or later they muſt fly from it! 


Let North America, be the mirror to reflect the 


benign face of univerſal indulgence to conſcience : 


that monitor within, which when it ſuggeſts our 


proper duty as members of the community, ought 
to remain uncontrolled from all human reſtraints. 


In that part of the world, fo lately conquered by 
his majeſty's arms, peace and order join their 


hands. The Catholics there, tho' habituated to a 


Catholic government, have reconciled themſelves 
to the government of a Proteſtant monarch, who 
permits "them to worſhip God, in their own way, 


and abridges them of 10 civil privileges, for 19 
doing. What have Iriſh Catholics, born under 


the preſent eſtabliſhment, and ever obedient under 
it; what I ſay, have ſuch men done, or what 
civil guilt can be produced againſt them, to diſtin- 


guiſh 
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guiſn their caſe, from that of their brethren in 


E anads ? 


Wherever the ſpirit of intolerance prevails,. it 
ſpreads immediate evils about itſelf, and ſows the 
Gods of many more. In Germany, this ſpirit hath 
been bipyity. diſpoſſeſſed. There, no ſubject for- 
feits the civil ri obts of. the community, becauſe he 
diſſents from — eſtabliſhed mode of worſhip. 
In moſt of the ſtates of which that great empire 
is compoſed, it could hardly be conceived, that 
the alternative liberty or flavery, ſhould 'be the 
lot of any citizen, juſt as he believed or rejected 
this or that ſet of religious principles: No more 
than civil orthodoxy, is required in thoſe countries; 
and the deviation from that, and that alone, is penal. 
By this policy, (adopted among the Catholic and 
Proteſtant ſtates,) civil rewards and puniſhments 
are directed to their proper objects, and the great 
miſchief of expoſing men to the danger of hypo- 
criſy, or infidelity, from in/incere converſ ons, is 
avoided, In a word, religious hatred 1s confined 
to private breaſts, and the rights of conſcience are 
preſerved inviolate— The houſe of Auſtria in par- 
ticular, hath in my own time, derived inexhauſti- 
ble ſtrength from this meaſure.—It is a meaſure, 
that hath been invariably purſued, by the emperor 
Charles the VI. and her apoſtolic majeſty (the 
heireſs of his wiſdom and virtues, as well as of his 
kingdom) has reaped ſuch mighty advantages from 
it, that further arguments in "favour of toleration, 
would be but a wats of words, after ſetting before 
our eyes, the effects it had on that great queen's 
affairs, in the day of her diſtreſs. Her moderation, 


and the equable conduct ſhe held, won the affecti- 


ons 
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ons of her Proteſtant ſubjects, and the reſentment 
of the wrongs ſhe ſuſtained, armed all Hungary in 
her cauſe. By reigning thus in the hearts of her 
ſubjects, ſhe triumphed over her enemies, and this 
ſhe owed in a great degree to her ust requiring 
conformity to her own religion, as the only quali- 
fication for enjoying the civil rights, which her 
Proteſtant ſubjects poſſeſs in common, with the 
Catholics. Theſe facts I have collected, for 
the information of my countrymen, and I heartil 

wiſh, they may edify by them. They are facts of 
which I have been long an eyes-witneſs, and I 
may preſume upon obtaining more credit from 
readers of all perſuaſions, than a legion of mer- 
cenary pamphleteers, who write to pleaſe a party, 


and pick up, as they propagate any falſhocd, for 
that end. | 


The Roman Catholic religion has been lo 
eſtabliſhed in the world: Let us admit hypothe- 
rically, and to put the caſe as ſtrong as poſlible, 
that this religion is a compound of idolatry and 
ſuperſtition ; yet is that alone a ſufficient warrant 
for perſecution or proſecution ? Involuntary error, 
which includes no civil evil to the public, is not 
the proper object of pains and penalties. It is 
only when the religious error affects the peace of 
civil ſociety, that civil incapacities are juſtifiable; 
and to ſhew that Jiſb Catholics are in this light 
culpable, it will be neceſſary to prove that they 
maintain principles different from thoſe of heir 
brethren in Germany.—I have touched on this 
matter before, and it is attended with pain, to con- 
ſider, that it cannot be inculcated too often. 


In 


who has been /o well informed, as I have been. 
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In the preſent ſhort fepteſentition, I had no 
other view, but the good of my king and country. 
If I have offered any one good argument in favour 
of either,. the trouble I have taken is amply com- 
penſated, and I thought the preſent taſk, weakly 
as I have executed it, the more incumbent on me, 
as others of better abilities have declined it. With 
the integrity of my intentions, and the deference 
] owe to every legal authority as the appointment 
of God, I do not fear to give offence. In the 
acceſs I had the honour of having, to his late 
majeſty of glorious memory, he very graciouſly ac- 
cepted from me, the aſſurances I gave him of the 
loyalty and obedience of his Iriſh Catholic ſubjects, 

in the time of an open rebellion. —The ſame aſſu- 
rances I repeated to his majeſty's vice-roys, and 
other principal perſons in authority in this king- 
dom.— And I flatter myſelf that I did not tho- 
roughly labour in vain._—t endeavoured to re- 
move ſome prejudices, which could never find 
place in the breaſts of thoſe I applied to, if they 
were not owing to miſtakes and miſinformations.— 
To remove miſtakes which may affect the px ; 
and the peace of our country, is every man's duty, 


The reſt falls properly under the conſideration of 
the legiſlature, 


Let me conjure my fellow ſubjects, the Britiſb 
and Jriſb Catholics, to continue ſteady in that loy- 
alty, that ſubſerviency to the ruling powers, which 
their religion preſcribes: grateful to the ſovereign 
who protects them; patient and reſigned under the 
laws which puniſo them. —Let their civil conduct, 
like their civil principles be ſuch, as every govern- 


ment 
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ment muſt approve, and which our own legiſlature 
may (poſſibly) one day reward. Should it how- 
ever be deemed expedient, to continue the bur- 
thens they lie under, let them conſider their ſuf- 
ferings as remedies, not as evils as the preventives 
of crimes on the one hand, and as the puniſhment 
of their ſins on the other.—In a ſtate of ſuffering, 
chriſtians often fill their proper poſt, and of that 
poſt ſelf-denial is the outguard.—A ſtate of pro- 
ſperity, is the ſtate of danger, often as fatal, as it 
is flattering.—Let us not, therefore, loſe the merit 
of the ſacrifice we make; that of worldly advan- 
tages, the bittereſt acquiſitions on earth, ſhould 
we acquire them by diſſimulation, or in other 
words, by the renunciation of principles, which 
are the beſt teſts of human probity,—Sincerity, 
inſulted and puniſhed ſincerity, is a ſource of com- 
fort in the world we inhabit : In a better ſtate, we 
place our hope in a higher, nay, in an eternal re- 
ward.——If we act in a manner unworthy of this 
hope, we are undone: we loſe the merit of our 
fulferings, and thus criminal towards our Gop, 
how can we preſume on favours from the governors 
which he hath ſet over us? We 
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APPENDIX. 


Numb. I. 


EXHORTATION of the Roman Catholic 


of Dublin, read from their Altars on the e. 
7 October, 1757. 


[Taken from the Dublin Journal of October + 
1757. 


T is now time, chriſtians, that you return your 

moſt grateful thanks to the Almighty God, who 
after viſiting you with a ſcarcity, which approach- 
ed near unto a famine, has been graciouſly pleaſed, 
like a merciful father, to hear your prayers, and 
feed you with a plentiful harveſt ; nor ought you 
to forget thoſe kind benefactors, who in the ſevereſt 
times, mindful only of the public good, generouſly 
beſtowed, without any diſtinction of perſons, thoſe 
large charities, by which thouſands were preſerved, 
who otherwiſe muſt have miſerably periſhed the 
victims of hunger and poverty. We ought eſpe- 
cially to be molt earneſt in our thanks to the chief 
governors and magiſtrates of the kingdom, and of 
this city in particular, who on this occaſion pioved 
the fathers and ſaviours of the nation. 
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But as we have not a more effectual method 
of ſhewing our acknowledgments to out temporal 
governors, than by an humble, peaceful, and o- 
bedient behaviour, as hitherto, we earneſtly ex- 
hort you to continue in the ſame happy and 
chriſtian diſpoſitions, and thus by degrees you 
will entirely efface in their minds thoſe evil im— 
preſſions which have been conceived ſo much 
ro our prejudice, and induſtriouſly propagated 
by our enemies. A ſeries of more than ſixty 
yours ſpent with a pious reſignation under the 


- hardſhips of very ſevere penal laws, and with 


the greateſt thankfulneſs for the lenity and mo- 
deration with which they were executed ever 
ſince the acceſſion of the preſent royal family, 
is certainly a fact which muſt outweigh, in the 
minds of all unbiaſſed perſons, any miſconceived 


opinions of the doctrine and tenets of our holy 
church. 


You know that it has always been our con- 
ſtant practice, as miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, to in- 
pe you with the greateſt horror for thefts, 

auds, murders, and the like abominable crimes, 
as being contrary to the laws of God and na- 
ture, deſtructive of civil ſociety, condemned by 
our molt holy church; which ſo far from juſti- 
fying them on the ſcore of religion, or any 0- 
ther pretext whatſoever, delivers the unrepent- 


ing authors of ſuch criminal practices over to 
Satan. 


' We are no leſs zealous than ever in exhort- 
ing you to abſtain from curſing, ſwearing, . and 
blaſpheming, deteſtable vices, to which the poorer 

{ort 
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ſort of our people are moſt unhappily addicted, 
and which muſt at one time or other bring down 
the vengeance of heaven upon you, in ſome 
viſible puni hment, unleſs you abſolutely refrain 
from them, It is probable that from hence ſome 
people have taken | occaſion to brand us with 
this infamous calumny, that we need not fear 


to take falſe oaths, and conſequently to perjure 


ourſelves, as if we believed that any power upon 
earth could authoriſe ſuch damnable practices, or 
grant diſpenſations for this purpoſe. How un- 


juſt and cruel this charge is, you know by our 


inſtructions to you, both in public and private, 
in which we have ever condemned ſuch doc- 
trines as falſe and impious. Others likewiſe may 
eaſily know it from the conſtant behaviour of 
numbers of Roman Catholics, who have given the 
ſtrongeſt proofs of their abhorrence to thoſe tenets, 
by refuſing to take oaths, which, however con- 
ducive to their temporal intereſt, appeared to them 
entirely repugnant to the principles of their re- 
ligion. | | 


We muſt now entreat you, dear chriſtians, to 
offer up your moſt fervent prayers to the Almighty 
God, who holds in his hands the hearts of kings 
and princes; beſeech him to direct the counſels 
of our rulers, to inſpire them with ſentiments of 


moderation and compaſſion towards us. We 


ought to be more earneſt at this juncture in 
our ſupplications to heaven, as ſome very ho- 
nourable perſonages have encouraged us to hope 
for a mitigation of the penal laws. Pray then 
the Almighty to give a bleſſing to theſe their 
generous deſigns, and to aid their counſels in 
fuch a manner, that whilſt they intend to aſſiſt 

x us, 
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us, like kind benefactors, they may not, contrary 


to their intentions, by miſtaking the means, moſt 
irretrievably deſtroy us. 


To conclude, be juſt in your dealings, ſober in 
your conduct, religious in your practice, avoid riots, 
quarrels and tumults, and thus you will approve 


yourſelves good citizens, pcaceable ſubjects, and 
pious chriſtians, | 


Numb. 


1b. 
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Numb. II. 


The HUMBLE ADDRESS of the Roman Catho- 


lic gentlemen, merchants, and citizens of the city 
of Dublin, to his Grace JOHN Duke of BED- 
FORD, Sc. 


[From the Dublin Gazette, December 15, 1759-] 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


E his majeſty's dutiful and faithful ſubjects, 
the Roman Catholic gentlemen, merchants» 
and citizens of the city of Dublin, do, with the 
greateſt reſpect, approach your grace, the illuſtrious 
repreſentative of the beſt of kings, with our hearty 
congratulations on thoſe glorious ſucceſſes, by ſea 
and land, which have attended his majeſty's arms, 
in the proſecution of this juſt and neceſſary war. 


We gratefully acknowledge the lenity extended 
to us by his moſt ſacred majeſty, and by his royal 
father, of happy memory. Our allegiance, may it 
pleaſe your grace, is confirmed by affection and gra- 
titude; our religion commands it; and it ſhall be 


our invariable rule firmly and.inviolably to adhere 
to it. 


We are called to this duty, at the preſent time in 
particular; when a foreign enemy is meditating deſ- 
perate attempts to interrupt the happineſs, and di- 
ſturb the repoſe, which theſe kingdoms have ſo 
long enjoyed, under a monarch, who places his 
chief glory in approving himſelf the common father 


of 


(33 ] 
of all his people : and we ſincerely aſſure your grace, 
that we are ready and willing, to, the utmoſt of our 
abilities, to aſſiſt in ſupporting his majeſty's govern- 
ment againſt all hoſtile attempts whatſover. 


Whenever, my lord, it ſhall pleaſe the Almighty, 
that the - legiſlative power of this realm ſhall deem 
the peaceable conduct of his majeſty's Roman eatho- 
lic ſubjects of Ireland, for many years paſt, an ob- 
ject worthy of its favourable attention, we humbly 
hope means may then be deviſed, to render ſo nu- 
merous a body more uſeful members to the commu- 
nity, and more ſtrengthening friends to the ſtate, 
than they could poſſibly have hitherto been, under 


the reſtraint of the many penal laws againſt them. 


We moſt humbly beſeech your grace to repreſen 
to his majeſty theſe ſentiments and reſolutions of his 
mazeſty*s faithful ſubjects, the Roman catholics of 
this metropolis z who ſincerely wiſh, that a peace, 
honourable to his majeſty, and advantageous to his 
kingdoms, may be the iſſue of the preſent war; and 
that the people of Ireland may be long governed by 
your grace; a viceroy, in whom wiſdom, modera- 
tion, and juſtice, are ſo eminently conſpicuous. 


Dated this firſt day of December, 1759 (nine) 


Numb. 
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Numb. III. 
His Grace the Duke of BEDFORD 'sg 
, anſwer to the Addreſs of the Roman Catholics of 
Dublin, in his Letter to the Rt. Hon. Joan 


PonsonBy, E/; Speaker of the Hon. Houſe of 
Commons. 


[Taken from the Dublin Gazette, Dec. 15, 1759.] 
| Dublin-Caſtle, 10th of December, 1759. 


SIR, 


1 Beg the favour of you, to return my molt ſincere 
thanks to the gentlemeri, the Roman Catholics 
of Dublin, for the addreſs which you brought me 
from them this morning, and for the good opinion 
which they have therein expreſſed of me. | 

The zeal and attachment which they profeſs 
for his majeſty's perſon and government can never 
be more ſeaſonably manifeſted than in the preſent 
conjuncture. 

It gives me the greateſt pleaſure to find that they 
are fo fully ſenſible of the lenity which hath been 
extended to them, during the whole courſe of his 
majeſty's reign, and they may be aſſured, that ſo 
long as they conduct themſelves with duty and at- 
fection to the king, they will not fail to receive his 
majeſty's protection. . 


Jam, with great truth and regard, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


BED FORD. 


Numb. 
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Numb. IV. 


To the King's moſt excellent Majeſty. The humble | 


' Addreſs of the Roman Catholics of the kingdom of 
Ireland. 


From the London Gazette, February 5th, 1 761 ] 
| Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


E your majeſty's dutiful and faithful ſub- 

jects, the Roman Catholics of the king- 
dom of Ireland, beg leave to approach your ma- 
jeſty with this humble tender of our unfeigned 
loyalty, on your majeſty's happy acceſſion to the 
throne of your anceſtors. 


While your majeſty's ſubjects, of all denomi- 
nations, are now endeavouring to be foremoſt 
in the exertion of every duty towards your ma- 
jeſty's perſon and government; and while all cir- 
cumſtances of affairs at home and abroad, unite 
for the preſent happineſs and future glory of your 
reign ; permit us to condole with your majeſty, 
and to pour out our ſincere ſorrow for the loſs we 
have ſuſtained, by the death of a monarch, who 
hath always approved himſelf the common father 
of all his people; a loſs, the more ſenſible on our 
part, as the repoſe we have ſo long enjoyed en- 
tirely proceeded from his royal clemency, and the 
mild adminiſtration of his government in this 
kingdom. 


Ever ſince the acceſſion of your majeſty's royal 
houſe to the throne of theſe realms, we have, in a 
particular 
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Us 
particular manner, experienced the paternal inter- 
poſition of your illuſtrious predeceſſors. We, moſt 
racious ſovereign, who are ſo unfortunately di- 
inguiſhed from the reſt of our fellow-ſubjects, 
cannot ſubſiſt, without a continuance of the royal 
favour and protection. | b 


Senſible of the ſame hereditary compaſſion in 
your majeſty's breaſt, we moſt humbly hope for that 
ſhate in the happineſs of your reign, which our pe- 
culiar circumſtances can admit : And we beg leave 
to aſſure your majeſty of our grateful and conſtant 


return of affection and loyalty ; a loyalty, which 


our conduct has proved, and our religion enforces : 
happy, might it intitle us to expreſs a wiſh, that 
of all your majeſty's dutiful ſubjects of this king- 
dom, we alone may not be left incapable of pro- 
moting the general welfare and proſperity of it. 


May the Almighty ſo influence and direct your 
counſels, through the whole courſe of your reign, 
that they may be ever productive of real happineſs 
to all your people, and may that reign be as me- 
morable for its duration and felicity, as for the 
greatneſs and variety of thoſe bleſſings, which we 
have already ſo much reaſon to expect from it 
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Numb. V. 


Exhortation of the Roman Catholic Clergy read fram 
their altars, Feb. 7, 1762. 


From the Dublin Gazette, Feb, 9, 1762.1 
DRAR CHRISTIANS, | 


S it is our indiſpenſable duty, ſo has it 
been our conſlant practice, ſtrongly. to 

loculcate the principles of a peaceful, humble, = 
obedient behaviour. We have ache it lately, We 
do it now again, the more. readily, becauſe it 
is expected from us by thoſe powers whom the 
Almighty has placed over ys, of whom. St. Paul 
ſayeth, < Let all, perſons be bert to higher pow- 
ers, for there is no power but ſrom God: qbey 
thoſe who ate placed over qu.“ And our. bleſſed 
Saviour himſelf, Give unto Czfar hat belong- 
eth to Cæſar, and. unto God, what, belopgeth. to 
God.” Nor have we been, wanting to raiſe in 
your minds a true ſenſe of gratitude for the le- 
nient hand of government in the execution of 
ſcvcral of thoſe penal laws, which particularly 
diſtinguiſn you from your fellow ſubjects ; laws, 
which however ſevere in themſelves, yet give 
us an opportunity of feeling with grateful hearts 
the clemency ot his preſent majeſty and his 
royal anceſtors, Whoſe gentrous indulgence hath, 
in a great meaſure, lulpe 'nded the ſharp edge of 
thoſe laws, made before their acceſſion to the 
throne of the: realms, againſt a people, who, 
from their dutiful, inoffenſive behaviour, ſeem to 
merit 
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merit a milder fate. Wherefore, dear chriſtians, 
urged by duty, gratitude and hope, we earneſtly 
exhort you in the words of St. Paul, „To make 
ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, thankſgivings 
for all men, for kings, and all thoſe who are in high 
ſtations, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all piety and chaſtity.” And as in theſe 
days of war and calamity, his excellency the 
lord lieutenant and council have thought pro- 
per to appoint a general faſt on Friday next, we 
order you to obſerve the ſame exactly, at this time 
of humiliation and penance, and that you will of- 
fer up your prayers for the ſpiritual and temporal 
happineſs of his gracious majeſty, king George the 
IIId. and his royal conſort, beſeeching the Al- 
mighty God to aſſiſt his councils, to inſpire and 
direct his miniſters, that he may be the happy in- 
ſtrument of reſtoring a ſolid, laſting, and advan- 
tageous peace, and ſo put a ſtop to the further ef- 
fuſion of chriſtian blood. Nor can we without 
a breach of gratitude, as well as of duty, omit to 
implore heaven to pour down its bleſſings on his 
majeſty's vicegerent, our chief governour here, 
whoſe noble heart, like that of his royal maſter, 
incapable of any partial prejudice, knows no hap- 
pineſs equal to that of rendering all his majeſty's 
ſubjects happy without diſtinction. 
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